A Writer’s Notebook 
“A Place to Collect Ideas”

 
· Family  stories
· School and friend stories
· Collections of interesting words you have heard or seen 

· Sketches of people, places, or things you might write about

· Close observations of things: sights, sounds, tastes, smells, moods... 

· Wonderings about the world: a subject, a person, a thing, a place... 

· Lists of things we might want to think about later
· Quotes from movies, books, or music

· Lists of other things (best, worst, happiest, saddest, coolest, fastest, favorites, scariest, hopes, dreams)

· Pictures (to use for writing later)

· A seed idea (Ralph Fletcher)

· Things you have learned or would like to learn

· Feelings or emotions

· Poems or songs

· Celebrations, victories or parties

· People or things we care about

· Observations about nature

· A dream you once had or other dreams

· Character ideas

· Setting ideas

· Research

· Data


Remember: A Writer’s Notebook is NOT a diary or a place to write entire stories.  It is a place to gather ideas about writing until you are ready to use them in a story.  The Writer’s Notebook reflects the writer’s ideas/experiences.  





-Karla Hayden, TVSC Literacy Coach, 12/05
