Mini Lesson: Day One
Read Aloud with focus on Metacognition and Accountable Talk
Have children sit in a circle.
Materials: Widget by Lyn McFarland
                              Other possible texts include:

· Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman

· Fireflies by Julie Brinkloe

· Ira Sleeps Over by Bernard Waber

· Paper and pencils for students
Connection:  (2 minutes)
You’ve heard your teacher (me) share her (my) thoughts while reading.  Today, during the Read Aloud of Widget, I am going to stop and we are going to talk about our thinking together.  You are in a circle so you can see everyone and have a conversation.  You don’t need to raise your hand, but of course, only one person can talk at a time.  If you want to say something, wait for the person to stop and then you can talk.  If two people talk at once, one of you will stop.
Teaching:  (15 minutes)
We are going to be thinking about our thinking.  For example connections we have in our lives, questions we have about the story, and predicting that we think may happen in the story.


Begin reading and stop at various spots and talk, modeling your thinking.  Then, invite students to share their thoughts.*
Active Engagement:  (3 minutes)
Turn and talk to your elbow buddy about your thinking - a connection you had to the story, a question, or a prediction about what may happen next.
Link:  (10 minutes)
Now, go back to your seat and write what you talked about with your partner.  I want you to write about your thinking - the connections, questions, or predictions you had today.  Write just like you talked.

You’ll only have write 10 minutes.  If you finish with one category, write about another.  I want you to write or edit your work the entire 10 minutes.  Then we are going to come back here and share.
Share:  (5 minutes)
As students are writing, find a piece or two to share.  “Make someone famous” by reading their piece aloud.

*If you notice students repeating one another’s ideas, mention that they shouldn’t repeat the same thoughts.  Rather students can begin their statements with, “I agree because . . . ” or “I disagree because . . .”.  If you like, when a student is finished speaking, they are to say, “Does anyone have something to add?”  The new speaker is to begin, “Yes, thank you.”

ACCOUNTABLE TALK
Information from the Learning Research and Development Center, University of Pittsburgh
Accountable Talk is classroom talk that is accountable to the learning community, accurate and appropriate knowledge, and rigorous thinking.  Accountable Talk sharpens students’ thinking by reinforcing their ability to use and create knowledge.  Teachers create the norms and skills of Accountable Talk in their classrooms by modeling appropriate forms of discussion and by questioning, probing, and leading conversations.  The students carry on the discussion around what they are reading and studying with minimal interference from the teacher.  The teacher is merely acting as a facilitator and not really leading the discussion.

The Language of Response

Accountable Talk

·   I agree because . . .

·   I disagree because . . .

·   I also noticed . . .

·   Help me understand . . .

·   Say more about what you mean . . .

·   Can you show where that is in the text/illustration?

·   Why do you think that?

·   Can anyone add to that idea?

·   I think the author meant . . .

·   How do you know that?

·   I wonder . . .

·   We’re not talking about the text.
Mini Lesson: Day Two
Read Aloud with focus on Metacognition and Accountable Talk

Have children sit in a circle.
Materials:
· Short nonfiction piece Naming Hurricanes (from Comprehension Toolkit)
Connection:  (2 minutes)
Yesterday we did a Read Aloud and talked about our thinking.  We are going to do that again today.
Teaching:  (15 minutes)
I’m going to read Naming Hurricanes.  Read Naming Hurricanes.  As you read, stop and share parts that are important to you.


Now I am going to read this text and we will stop and talk about it just like we did yesterday.  We will talk about our thinking.  You will be sharing your thinking.

Begin reading and stop at a spot and talk, just like yesterday’s lesson, using accountable talk.

Active Engagement:  (3 minutes)
Think about the story we just read.  Turn and talk to your elbow buddy.  Students turn and talk.
Link:  (10 minutes)

When you go back to your seat, write about your thinking.  You must write the entire time.  You should name more than one thought that you had.
Share:  (5 minutes)
As students are writing, find a piece or two to share.  “Make someone famous” by reading their piece aloud.

Mini Lesson: Day Three
Read Aloud with focus on Referencing Text
Have children sit in a circle.
Materials:

· Short picture book such as, Six Dinner Sid
· Copy of text
· Pencils or highlighters
Connection:  (2 minutes)

We have been learning how to talk and write about our thinking using Read Alouds.  Sometimes our thoughts about books include connections, questions, and predicting.

Today we are going to add a significant piece to our Response to Literature.  I’m going to show you how to reference the text.  That means going back to the book and finding proof or support for what you think.
Teaching:  (15 minutes)

Today I am going to read a different book to you, Six Dinner Sid.  I will stop during the reading so that we can talk about our thinking.  Remember to listen to the person who talked and begin your response with “I agree” or “I disagree” and tell why.

While I am reading, I want you to mark your text.  Put a “C” next to any connections you make; a “Q” for any questions you are wondering about; and a “P” for predictions.

Today you will be referring back to the text to prove what you say.  You might say, “I think __________ because in the story _____________ happened.”  Or you might say, “On page # ___________ (someone) said, ‘__________’ so I think _____________.”


Listen while I read.  I will stop during the reading and let you talk about the book.  I’ll do the first comment.  Read the book, stopping to think aloud. Be sure to reference the book.  Continue reading, stopping at various points to allow the children to engage in accountable talk about the book.  You may have to prompt for referring to the text with a statement such as, “Can you show us proof in the text?”
Active Engagement:  (3 minutes)

After you have finished reading the book say, Turn and talk to your neighbor about your thinking.  Be sure to refer to the text each time.  Include the word “because” in your talking.  For example, “I wondered if Sid might get sicker from taking so much medicine because in the text it says Sid goes to the vet six times.”  Elbow buddies, make sure you hear that word “because.”
Link:  (10 minutes)

Today when you write in response to Six Dinner Sid, be sure to reference the text to prove what you are saying.  Students write independently.
Share:  (5 minutes)
As students are writing, find a piece or two to share.  “Make someone famous” by reading their piece aloud.
Mini Lesson:  Day Four
Read Aloud with focus on Comparing Texts
Have children sit in a circle.
Materials:
· Six Dinner Sid
· Charlie Anderson
· Chart paper and marker, transparence and overhead, or board

Connection:  (2 minutes)

We have been learning how to think about our thinking.  You should be thinking when you read a book yourself.  Today we are going to compare Six Dinner Sid to Charlie Anderson.
Teaching:  (15 minutes)

First, let’s review what happened in yesterday’s story, Six Dinner Sid.  All students to give a brief retelling.

Today we are going to read Charlie Anderson, stopping to think about our thinking.  As I read think about the similarities and differences between the two books.  We’ll chart what we notice on a Venn Diagram.

Read and talk about the book, charting on the Venn Diagram as students comment.  Remind them they need to “prove” their statements by referencing the text.  They should also be using accountable talk.

Active Engagement:  (3 minutes)

Turn and talk to your neighbor about how this book compares to the one we read yesterday.  You may have comparisons as well as contrasts.


Have a few students share what they talked about to their partners.

Link:


When you write today, I want you to compare or contrast Six Dinner Sid to Charlie Anderson.  Remember to “prove” your work by referencing the text.  I’d like you to use at least two references in your work.

Share:  (5 minutes)
As students are writing, find a piece or two to share.  “Make someone famous” by reading their piece aloud.

Venn Diagram
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Possible answers; be sure to let students make the comparisons.
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