Primary Unit of Study – Reading Workshop
Readers Read with Accuracy, Fluency and Comprehension
Duration: 4 weeks
Goal of Unit: 
Students will learn various print strategies for reading new words and for monitoring meaning.
Additional Goals of Unit:
1. Readers will learn a variety of strategies for reading new words.

2. Students will learn how to put it all together and cross check when reading new words (phonetic clues, picture clues, meaning, sounds right, makes sense)

3. Students will use schema to help them comprehend and synthesize text (connections)

4. Students will use their schema to make predictions about text and work with partners to deepen comprehension.

5. Teachers will begin Passport instruction and set up Guided Reading groups. 

Possible Text for Unit:
Koala Lou, Mem Fox
Chrysanthemum, Kevin Henkes
The Snowy Day, Ezra Jack Keats
Strega Nona, Tomie DePaola
Big Anthony and the Magic Ring, Tomie DePaola
Strega Nona Meets Her Match, Tomie DePaola
Strega Nona:Her Story, Tomie DePaola
Big Anthony, Tomie DePaola
Amelia Bedelia, Peggy Parish
Frog & Toad Series, Arnold Lobel
Junie B. Jones Series
Non Fiction Text about a topic 
Magazines like Ranger Rick, National Geographic for Kids
Time for Kids kit


Week One: 
Readers will learn various strategies for reading new words.
· Readers need to use what they know to read through new words. Model how to locate the beginning letters (not just the beginning letter) and make the sounds in a way that will help them figure out what the word says. (Must be coupled with strategies modeled in GCW – what would make sense here, rereading from the beginning of the sentence, picture clues)

· Readers figure out words by noticing the ends of the words. Model how to make a guess, then check the beginning and end of a word. Good readers look at both the beginning and the end of a word to figure it out.

· Readers figure out words by moving through the whole word. Model how readers look across the tricky word (run finger underneath it from left to right to help focus). Looking at the whole word helps them find parts that they know. 

· Readers need to think about what would make sense and use meaning and context to help them. Continue to have children ask themselves – “Does this make sense?” 

Activities for Students:
· Students practice reading new words and share examples of what strategies helped them figure it out.

· Students read with partners and prompt each other as needed by suggesting strategies for the new word. 


Week Two: 
Students will learn how to put it all together and cross check when reading new words (phonetic clues, picture clues, meaning, sounds right, makes sense)
· Continue to model that good readers do not just use one strategy to read new words. Model the importance of cross checking when reading new words to be sure. Tell them that if it is not the word they think it is after they cross check, they need to “make another guess”.

· Model how to be a good reading partner. Show them how to help your partner by reminding them of a strategy they can use, not by telling them the word. 

· Remind students that reading is for meaning. When they are making a guess to read a new word they must stop and think –What topic am I reading about and what would make sense here? (2 days)

· If you haven’t already created a chart you can do this as a summary. Strategies Good Readers Use to Read New Words. 


Activities for Students: 
· Students practice reading new words and share examples of how they used more than one strategy to get the word.

· Have partners practice reading together. One listens and then offers help as needed by suggesting a strategy the partner can try when they get stuck on a word.

· Students can keep track of words they got stuck on on post it notes. Then they can share how the figured out the word if they did, or ask their partner to help them if they didn’t.

· Create interactive chart with students to review/list the strategies they are learning. Do over several days. 

Week Three: 
Students will use schema to help them comprehend and synthesize text (connections) 
· Tell the children that we have been working on learning what good readers do to read words. Now we will learn about what good readers do to better understand and have fun with their reading. Tell them that good readers think as they read. (Little voices inside talking to them) Model your thinking as you read aloud.

· One important thing good readers do when they read is make connections from what they already know to information in the text. Model this through read aloud/think aloud. Thinking about what you know already is called “using your schema”, or your background knowledge. On this day introduce text to self connections.

· Model for students the difference between a meaningful connection and a coincidence. Keep track of connections from a read aloud in a notebook, or on a chart as the children say them. (See Reading with Meaning, page 60-61 for detailed description of these lessons) Then on Day 2 have a list of the connections on a chart and go through them coding 1 for helped us understand text and 2 for didn’t help us. (2 days)

· Tell the children another important thing good readers do when they read is make text to text connections. Model how one book reminds you of another and how that helps you understand the book. (Ex, Strega Nona Her Story reminds me of Strega Nona. This helps me understand the book because I know about Strega Nona and the things she does.) 


Activities for Students: 
· Students take post it notes and place them in books when they hear their little voice talking to them, or when they are thinking as they read. They can share this with their partner.

· Students use post it notes to mark a spot where they had a text to self connection. Share with partners.

· Students use post it notes to mark a spot where they had a text to text connection. Share with partner. 

Week Four: 
Students will use their schema to make predictions about text and work with partners to deepen comprehension.
· Model for children how they can make predictions about what will happen next when they use their schema. Read aloud a text with a familiar story pattern (Cinderella story) or familiar character (Amelia Bedelia, Strega Nona). Stop at the part where they can use their schema to make predictions. Then read to find out. 

· Model how schema helps good readers get ready to read. Use nonfiction piece of text to model how you think about what you know about a topic before you read to get your mind ready to read. Model how you think about what you know and how you expect to see certain words in a book about a topic. (Ex., bats – hibernate, fly at night, hang upside down) Read a page or two and point out the words that are in the text that you thought about using your schema.

· Show children how schema can change when you read and learn new information. Create a class schema file folder about a topic. List your classes “schema” about that topic on a chart. Then read a piece of new text about the topic. Go back to the schema list and change as needed by adding to the schema in a new color, taking out false information by crossing it out or confirming the schema by putting a check mark. (3 days) 


Activities for Students: 

· Students write a prediction on an index card about what will happen next using their schema.

· Students talk with partner before reading to get their minds ready to read. Give them nonfiction book for this activity.

· Create class size file folder to collect schema on a topic. Then work to correct, revise or add to schema as you read aloud on the topic. Can be done on chart paper, or index cards.

Sources:
Growing Readers, Collins
Reading with Meaning, Miller

I look forward to hearing from you about what is happening in your classrooms.

Laura Kump
www.readinglady.com

