Primary Reading Partnerships

(Picture Books)

Rationale:   Research supports building a positive classroom community is a key component that provides students with experiences and opportunities to thrive academically, as well as socially. A classroom community additionally emphasizes positive character traits such as responsibility, autonomy, and accountability.  Children, who are encouraged to work together, tend to get along better outside their school setting because they can utilize the social skills attained with the cooperative learning experiences from the classroom. As a result, children are able to solve problems and are more likely to take responsibility for their own learning, while at the same time a community climate creates an atmosphere that promotes small, scale social well-being in relationship to the bigger picture.   

Children must be able to do the following, independently, before they should start:

Read to students:

1) Be able to take a picture walk, slowly thinking about how the pictures

could be related to the text. 

2) Be able to make predictions based on pictures or text.

3) Be able to sustain silent reading for 15 minutes.

4) Be able to follow 4-5 step directions.

5) Be able to work cooperatively.

6) Be able to give and accept compliments using manners.

Read to students:

“We are starting a new activity you will enjoy called Partnership Reading. The purpose of the partnership is to help you become a more accurate reader. In addition, you will also learn how readers talk about books.  Partnership Reading has steps you follow.  It is important you follow all the steps so you can help each other grow as readers. You will also read the same story several times, maybe even over several days. This will help you become a more fluent reader, which means your reading is SMOOTH.” 







-Karla Hayden, TVSC Literacy Coach  5/07
Student Packet

First Meeting

Step One:

Your teacher will put you with a partner.  This partner will be your reading partner for all of your reading workshop activities until your teacher changes them (later on you will get to choose your partner.)

Step Two:

Your teacher will choose a book for you (later on you will choose your own books.)

Step Three:

You will take a picture walk by yourself and make predictions about the book.

Step Four: 

You will complete a color Illustration of a part of the book that interested you. 

Second Meeting

Step One:

You will meet with your partner today and start out by sharing your illustrations.

You will work on complimenting one another’s work and using your manners.

Step Two:

Take picture walk together and compare/contrast your thinking/predictions/inferences on your partnership book.

Step Three:

You and your partner will return to your own seats and independently read your partnership book.  You will receive three sticky notes to mark your parts you want to talk about (characters, problem, solution, setting, etc…)

Third Meeting

Step One:

You will meet with your partner today and discuss your sticky note pages.

Step Two:

Next, you will choral read your book together.

Step Three:

Finally, you will go back to your seats and complete a Story Map.

Fourth Meeting

Step One:

You will begin by meeting with your partner today.  You will discuss your completed story map.

Step Two:

Next, you will alternately read the story for the final time, one page, then, the other.

Step Three:

To complete the Reading Partnership, you and your partner will each fill out a book Recommendation Form.  Turn the Recommendation Form, Story Map, and Illustration in to your teacher.
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Vocabulary Preview

Partnership-Two people working together as a team.

Picture Walk- Slowly looking at and thinking about the pictures/illustrations prior to reading a book.  This helps in getting a general idea of the story.  (Must be taught during shared reading or guided reading prior to implementation in partnership.)

Predictions- A before or during reading strategy readers use to determine what will happen next in the text.  Predictions are generally based on context and prior knowledge.

Illustrations- Artwork that matches and enhances the text in a book or story.

Compliment- Saying something meaningful and polite to someone.
Illustration Form

Name____________________ Date______________

This part of the book was interesting to me…

	








-Karla Hayden, TVSC Literacy Coach  5/07

Story Map

Name_________________  Date_______________

Characters
________________________________




________________________________

Problem

________________________________

	Beginning 



	Middle



	End




Solution ___________________________________

__________________________________________
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Book Recommendation Form

Name_______________ Date___________

I  liked / did not like the book because

_______________________________________________________________________.

My favorite part was

_______________________________________________________________________.

I think ________________________ would

like to read this book.
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