How is my Reading Workshop Going?

A Self-Assessment Checklist

The Notebook (Students and teachers)

The reader’s notebook is used as a learning tool, a response journal, and place of reflection on reading strategies, thinking strategies , and books . It includes:


_______Reading interest lists


_______Reading wish lists


_______Literacy letters  


_______Window boxes related to story elements, content, or reading strategies


_______Responses to literature


_______Book reviews


_______Other graphic organizers


_______Resource area (in the back with sample rubrics, expectations, etc…)


_______Other__________________________________________________


_______Used throughout the year (pages dated)

The Reading Area or Reading Center (Set up and accessible at all times)
This area is a student-friendly, attractive, and useful place to keep tools to help kids develop and enhance individual reading skills. The area could contain the following items:


_______Organized books (by theme, genre, or level) 


_______Rubrics


_______Charts


_______Personal libraries


_______Magazines/Other genre reading materials


_______Reading resources


_______Sticky notes


_______Envelopes and postcards…etc…


_______Other supplies____________________________________________

The Environment

Reading should be an engaging activity, and so the classroom environment supports and shows evidence of reader’s workshop taking place.  This is evident by:

           _______Open space for gathering

           _______Seating to facilitate interactive learning (partnerships, small groups, or clusters)

           _______Signs, exhibits, and posters are student-teacher generated and frequently used

                         and referred to during instruction 

                     _______Reading Process Charts

                         _______Before, During, After Reading Strategies

                         _______Window Chart Samples

                         _______Other Anchor Charts______________________________________

                         _______Other Anchor Charts______________________________________                         

                         _______Other Anchor Charts______________________________________
           _______Teacher is working with students, rather than behind desk or lecturing                

           _______Literature-rich environment, overflowing with books, writing, and student work

           _______Students know the procedures and parts of the reading workshop

           _______Evidence of reading/writing connection is present by visible instructional

                         charts, notebooks, student/teacher charts

The Workshop Time (45-60 minutes daily)

One of the most important things to remember about having a successful workshop is that it must be predictable and students know the procedures. Sometimes this takes a while.  The workshop consists of these four main parts:

1)Mini-Lesson (short and focused at the beginning of a workshop)
        ______Directed by the needs of the community of readers in the classroom and    

                        standards-based

         _______Mini-lesson and resources documented daily

         _______Mini-lessons should last 5-15 minutes (rarely more than 15 unless guided  

                       practice is also included)

         _______Similar lessons taught with varying text throughout the year (reinforcement of 

                       skills/strategies)

         _______Literature and teacher modeling are used to promote meta-cognitive thinking

         _______Students generally gather together as a learning community for mini-lessons

2)Application (no walk, no talk or small group interaction)

        ______Students are reading at their own level and have choice

         _______Students are trying the strategy taught in the mini-lesson

         _______Students are organized and know the procedures

         _______Students are responding in their notebook (other)

3)Conferencing (daily)

         ______Teacher goes to individual students or meets with a small groups for guided 

                          practice

          _______Other students are invited to listen in on conferences to gain skills

          _______Records are kept for fairness, documentation, and to help drive instruction

          _______Teacher teaches one skill or strategy in each conference and student can name it

          _______Students should be revitalized after a conference with the teacher

4)Sharing  (daily)

       ______Many students want to share (safe environment)

        _______Praise is given by students and teacher in a variety of forms

        _______Students read only parts of stories or notebook entries 

        _______Make students famous/used as an opportunity to reteach

        _______Can be: front of the class, partner, small group, whip, reteaching

Assessment (on-going and based on growth)

        _______Assessment takes place in daily conferences and informs future instruction

        _______Students are aware of expectations early on in a unit of study and are


          provided a rubric, checklist, or other criteria specific to performance

        _______Notebook is kept during the year, referred to for reflection

        _______Assists in driving instruction

        _______Meets corporation and academic standards

“We are teaching the reader, not the reading.”


-Lucy Calkins       
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