Memoir Unit

Reading/Writing Connection Workshop

A 3 –4 Week Study

by Karla Hayden

2-2-07

	Week/Inquiry Topic
	Reading Lessons
	Writing Lessons

	Week One- Immersion-What is a memoir, how is a memoir same/different than other types of writing, and why do people enjoy them?

*The first week will be spent looking closely at several memoirs.

*Focus reading strategies for unit:   making connections, visualization, asking questions, inferences, rereading for meaning, referencing the text.

*During the memoir unit of study, it is important to model everything!!!
	*Read at least  2-3 memoirs each week.

* Make chart(s) and discuss-

     -What is memoir? What do other writing is it   like?

*Introduce and investigate critical vocabulary.

*Do an Internet search on different memoir authors? Small groups report out.

*Create a list of memoir authors.

*What is the author’s message? (purpose/theme)

*What details support the message?

*Independent reading and notebook work related to reading strategies from ML.


	*Read at least  2-3 memoirs each week .

*Create memory lists, memory timelines, and memory maps in notebooks.

*What is a touchstone text? 

*Define  memoir by examining touchstone examples.

*What can I learn about writing memoirs from memoir  touchstones.

*Help students value tiny, ordinary moments in their lives.

* Make lists in notebooks of possible 

    memoir topics.  Discuss and share.

*Have a go writing using memory

   work in notebooks.

	Week Two-How do I write a memoir? 

*Touchstone texts should be displayed so children have access to them for independent or partner reading and writing.

*Students focus this week will be drafting and developing their piece.

.
	*Read at least 2 new memoirs every week.

*Reinforce critical vocabulary.

*Make connections to  (t-s, t-w, t-s.)

*Compare/contrast two memoirs by the same

  author. 

*Compare/contrast two memoirs by the different

  authors.

*Analyze and discuss speaker and perspective.  

*Analyze patterns in memoirs. 

*Make predictions and inferences based on the text reference and author knowledge. 

*Independent reading and notebook work related to ML strategies.
	*Read at least 2 new memoirs every week.

*Look closely at the endings of memoirs.

*Use reading connections for inspiration to 

  writing memoir. 

*Help students develop tiny, ordinary moments into memoirs.

*Memoirs are scenes that stick to the heart and in the mind.

*Visualization-writers make a movie in their minds, then turn it into words.  

*Memoirs can be written as a narrative, list (Shortcut vs. Big Mamas) or series that tells a story with meaning/reflection.

	Week Three-How do I use punctuation and word choice to make my memoir better?

  *Students will dig deep into punctuation and word choice this week.  Analysis and author’s meaning will be the focus in reading and craft and revision will be the focus in writing.
	*Read at 2 new memoirs every week.

*Reinforce critical vocabulary.

*Chart punctuation and uses (see chart below.)

*Investigate author’s purpose for uses of 

  specific word choice and punctuation.

*Reread and identify figurative language in memoirs.

*Chart examples of figurative language.

*Investigate author’s purpose by identifying a theme . 

*Independent reading and notebook work.
	*Read 2 new memoirs every week.

**Use sensory detail, similes, metaphors, and personification to convey meaning in memoirs .

*Revise the lead or ending. (see ending lessons)
*Use visualization to write sensory details.
*Use a thesaurus to revise memoir for 

  publication.

*Use punctuation to create meaning in revision.(revisit the author’s use of punctuation in the touchstones you used)
*Using a revision checklist.

	Week Four- How can I share my writing so others may enjoy it? 

*Students will focus on listening, speaking this week in reading and writing will focus on editing.
	*Read  2 new memoirs this week.
*Independent reading and notebook work

*Practice and perform poems, using expression, 

  intonation, fluency, and eye contact. 

*Celebrate with a “Walk Down Memory Lane” party.  Students can invite family members to join them in this celebration of writing.

*Read memoirs in small groups, practicing fluency, tone, and other speaking standards.


	*Editing and using a rubric.

*Celebrate with a “Walk Down Memory Lane” party.  Students can invite family members to join them in this celebration of writing.

*Read memoirs in small groups, practicing fluency, tone, and other speaking standards.




Suggested memoirs book list:

Abercrombie, Barbara. Charlie Anderson

Barber, Tiki and Ronde.  By My Brother’s Side

Barber, Tiki and Ronde.  Game Day

Bauer, Marion Dane.  When I Go Camping With Grandma

Brinckloe, Judith.  Fireflies

Chall, Marsha.  Up North at the Cabin

Crews, Donald.  Big Mamas

Crews, Donald.  Shortcut

Curtis, Jamie Lee.  When I Was Little

Dahl, Roald.  Boy: Tales of Childhood (older kids)

DePaola, Tomie, Nana Upstairs, Nana Downstairs

Fletcher, Ralph.  Marshfield Dreams

Fox, Mem.  Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge

Greenfield, Eloise. For the Love of the Game

Grey Moore, Libba.  My Mama Had a Dancing Heart

Jordan, Delores.  Salt in His Shoes

LaMarche, Jim. The Raft
Laminack, Lester.  Saturdays and Teacakes
Little, Jean.  “Hey World, Here I Am.”

MacLachlan, Patricia.  All the Places to Love

MacLachlan, Patricia. Through Grandpa’s Eyes

MacLachlan, Patricia.  What You Know First.

Paulsen, Gary. Woodsong (older kids)

Polacco, Patricia. My Rotten, Red-Headed, Older Brother

Polacco, Patricia.  Thank You, Mr. Falker

Rylant, Cynthia.  Christmas in the County
Rylant, Cynthia. When I Was Young in the Mountains

Rylant, Cynthia.  When the Relatives Came.
Say, Allen. Grandfather's Journey
Spinelli, Jerry. Knots in My Yo-Yo String: The Autobiography of a Kid (older kids)

Williams, Vera.  My Mother’s Chair

Yolen, Jane.  Soft House

Yolen, Jane.  Owl Moon

***Awesome student writing!!!!

Please don’t limit yourself to this list…you probably have your own favorites in your own classroom library.
“Punctuation Investigation” sample chart:

Punctuation Investigation

	What We Notice
	What it Mean
	What it Tells My to Voice Do
	Examples

	comma      ,

period      .

exclamation mark  !

question mark   ?

quotation marks  “ “

ellipses   …

hyphen or dash -- 

parentheses   (  )

-colon    :
	-pause

-take a short breath

-stop

-take a long breath

-excitement

-stop

-wondering

-someone saying something

-marking dialogue

-sarcastic meaning

-wait, something else is coming

-here is some extra info for you

-bonus info for you

-sidebar, not really needed

-get ready for what is next


	-goes lower

-short wait

-pause

-goes lower

-trails off

-longer wait

-voice shows emotion

-gets louder

-pitch gets higher

-voice changes to resemble the character

-voice goes up

-stretches

-long pause, long breath, continue

-voice lowers, say a little faster, back to normal

-dramatic pause

-could go higher or lower depending on what is coming next
	






  -Adapted from Janet Angellilo’s  A Fresh Approach to Teaching Punctuation
Window charts for notebooks (or any variation of the following):

	Memoir Title:

Author:


	Figurative Language:

Example:

	 Figurative Language:

Example:


	Figurative Language:

Example:


	Memoir Title:

Poet:


	Connections:

	Visualization:


	Questions:


	Memoir Title:

Author:


	Punctuation:

How it is used:

	Punctuation:

How it is used:


	Punctuation:

How it is used:


	Text to Self


	Text to World

	Text to Text


	Questions


	My inference is:


	I know this because the text said:

	My inference is :


	I know this because the text said:
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Memoir Vocabulary

Complete the chart for each memoir term by paraphrasing the meaning using background knowledge and inquiry.   

	Word
	Definition/Example

	Personal Narrative
	

	Memoir


	

	Touchstone Text
	

	Repetition/Repeating Line


	

	Sensory Detail


	

	Simile


	

	Metaphor


	

	Personification


	

	Theme


	

	Ordinary


	

	Perspective


	

	Inspiration
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