Mini Lesson: Day One Narrative Study
Connection:  You have been writing stories all year.  You know so much about how to do that.  Today, we are going to spend some time studying how to stretch the good part of a story.  We’re going to call these “edge of your seat” stories.  What kind of story would be an edge of your seat story?  Discuss.
Teaching:  I have an edge of your seat story to read to you.  It is called Shortcut.  This story is a small moment in time story…a “One time...” story.  Remember, we have talked about the “Magic Words of Story,” - how you can begin a story with an “O” word, if you can’t think of a way to begin.

Listen to Shortcut and we will talk about what makes it an “edge of your seat” story.  Read story and solicit (from students) why this is an edge of your seat story.
Now we are going to talk about things that would make “edge of your seat” stories.  Here are some examples:  Jot these down on a list and add a few they might have…A time I was afraid;  The first time I did something;  A time I was naughty;  A time I had a problem with someone;  A change in my life.
Students can write key words at the top of their list:  scared; naughty; change; etc.
I was thinking about****.  (Tell your story briefly)  Ask classroom teacher to briefly tell her story.
Active Engagement:  Look at our list and think about an edge of your seat story that you have had.  Give me a “thumbs up” if you can think of one.  Ask for volunteers to share topics, not the whole story.
Link:  Now, I would like you to turn to a partner and tell them your story.  Give them a minute or two and then switch so the other person can tell their story.  Now, turn to a different person and tell them your story.  Do the same as before.
We are going to go back to our seats and get out our writer’s notebooks.  Turn to a clean page and write some ideas that you thought of that you could write about.  You are not going to write the story, only ideas.  For example, I would put ****.  In other words, you put down your ideas for edge of your seat stories just like I do.

Materials:  
Shortcut by Donald Crews (or at least the typed out text),




Chart paper, and marker




Easel  OR  tape  OR thumbtacks to attach chart paper to wall




Students need their writer’s notebooks  OR  paper
Mini Lesson: Day Two Narrative Study
Connection:  Yesterday we talked about “edge of your seat” stories.  We read Shortcut and talked about how Donald Crew had tension in his story or suspense.  We want to have that in our stories, too.  You need to decide where the exciting part of your story is and stretch that part to keep your reader on the edge of their seats as long as you can.
Teaching:  We are going to look at the story Donald Crews wrote again.  I have it here on the overhead.  I am going to read it again.  This time, listen for the tension and try to pick out when that happened.  Read the story again.

Where did you see the tension happening?  Right!  Here after the “whoo-whoo” part.  Then it ended right after the last “whoo-whoo.”  So let’s box that part out.  Draw a box around that part of the text.  That is the “hot spot.”  Notice how long it took him to write that part.  He stretches that moment out.  He has some action going on and some thinking and speaking.  That is what made it have suspense.

If I were going to write my story about Ryan breaking his arm, I would have the part about my panicking be the most exciting part.  I would stretch that part out.  Have you ever done a flow chart?  It is a kind of graphic organizer.  It looks like this.  Draw flow chart.  I would start with us arriving at school.  Then I would have Ryan tipping the chair over.  Last, I would have me taking him to the hospital.  Write what happened in each box.
Active Engagement:  Think about your topics that you wrote in your notebook yesterday.  Choose the one you would like to plan today.  Give me a thumbs-up when you have that in your head.  When most of the students have their idea send them to their seats.  Keep undecided students with you for extra assistance.
Link:  When you go back to your seat you are going to think about your story.  Make a plan for your story, just like I did.  Think about where the tension or suspense will be for your story.  You could put a star beside that part of the story.  After you get that done, if you want to start with some draft paper and begin writing that is fine.

Materials:  
Shortcut by Donald Crews (optional)




Overhead text of Shortcut and overhead marker




Blank overhead  OR  Chart paper, and marker




Easel  OR  tape  OR thumbtacks to attach chart paper to wall




Writer’s notebooks




Draft paper (possibly skip-line paper)
Mini Lesson: Day Three Narrative Study
Connection:  Yesterday we talked about how Donald Crews took the exciting part of his story, or the “hot spot,” and stretched it to keep us on the edge of our seats.  We planned our stories and found out which part we should stretch to keep our readers on the edge of their seats.
Teaching:  Today I want us to look at the story Shortcut again.  We are going to look closely at the part Donald Crews stretched.  I want us to see what exactly he did in that part of his story.  (SAT)  Go through the story and mark the speaking, acting, and thinking in different colors.  Notice how those three elements are woven throughout.

Now I want us to look at this story written by a second grader (The Baseball Game).  Let’s find the part she wanted to stretch.  Look at the plan.  Now let’s use the markers and see if she had the same details:  speaking, acting, and thinking in her story.  Do the same with this piece.
Active Engagement:  Think about your piece for a minute.  Think about what you said would be the most exciting part of your story.  That is the part you will want to stretch out.  Turn to your neighbor and tell them how you are going to use speaking, acting, and thinking in that part.  Give them a few minutes to do that and listen in on some conversations.
Link: When you go back to your seats you will start writing I want you to stretch that part by adding speaking, acting, and thinking.  I will be looking for people who have done that and I will “Make them Famous” today.  (Teacher reads 1-2 student pieces during share time.)
Materials:  
Shortcut by Donald Crews (optional)




Shortcut’s text on overhead




Overhead markers of various colors




The Baseball Game 




Blank overhead  OR  Chart paper, and marker,




Easel  OR  tape  OR thumbtacks to attach chart paper to wall




Writer’s notebooks




Draft paper (possibly skip-line paper)




Scissors and tape, optional

Mini Lesson: Day Four Narrative Study
Connection:  You have been writing “Edge of Your Seat” stories all week.  You have planned your story and found the exciting part and then when you wrote it you knew to put speaking, acting, and thinking in that part to make it the biggest part of the story.

Teaching:  Today we are going to look at that story again, but we’re going to look at it in a new way.  This time when we look at it we are going to look at the punctuation that Donald Crews uses.

Let’s look at the piece and I want you to tell me what the punctuation is.  I am going to write the name of the punctuation on this chart paper.  Go through and find all of it and chart it.  (See example on the next page.)  Say things such as, “Why did Donald Crews use this punctuation here?  I will put that on the chart also.  What exactly was said right before the punctuation?  I will also put that on the chart…the exact words around the punctuation.”
Active Engagement:  Think about the story you are writing.  What punctuation have you put in your story?  Could you add any of the types that Donald Crews did?  Turn and talk to your neighbor about that.

Link: When you go back to your writing today, read it over and see if there is a place you could add some punctuation like Donald Crews did.  If you do, I will “Make you Famous” today.

Materials:  
Shortcut by Donald Crews (optional)




Shortcut’s text on overhead




Blank overhead OR




Chart paper and marker




Easel or tape to tape chart paper to wall




Students need their writer’s notebooks (optional)




Draft paper (possibly skip-line paper)

Example of chart to use for this lesson:

	Type of Punctuation
	Why it was used?
	Exact Words

	Ellipsis
	Slow reader down, build suspense
	We looked … 

	Period
	Stop
	We decided to take the shortcut home.

	Coma
	Pause
	But it was late, and

	Dash
	Connect two words
	Cut-off

	Quotation marks
	Show talking
	“I HEAR A TRAIN!”

	Exclamation point
	Show excitement
	“I HEAR A TRAIN!”

	Question mark
	Ask a question
	Should we run ahead to the path home or back to the cut-off?


Mini Lesson: Day Five Narrative Study
Connection:  All week we have been working on “Edge of your Seat” stories.  We’ve talked about the strategies to use when you want your audience to be on the edge of their seats.  You know how to plan your story and look for the exciting spot or “hot spot.”  You know that part of your story should be the longest.  You also know that you can add suspense by using speaking, acting, and thinking.  (SAT)  That is why your stories have been so good this week.

Teaching:  One of the ways to use suspense that we talked about was thinking.  Now you know that you can always say, “I thought,” and that will show thinking.  However, there are other ways to do that, too.

Today I’m going to share a chart with you that may help you show your reader the character is thinking in a variety of ways.  Let’s look at this chart.  Show chart with:  seemed, remembered, thought, worried, knew, felt, wonder, think…on it.

     Can you think of any other words we could add?  Add them if they do.
Active Engagement:  Think of your piece for a minute.  Think of when you put thinking in your “hot spot.”  Is there one of these words that you could use instead of just saying, “I thought?”  Give them time to think.

Link:  Today in your writing I would like you to look at your work and see if you can put in one of these words.  If you are just doing this work now, try and use one of these words.  I will be asking you to share if you have used one of these new words and added it today. 

Materials:  
Shortcut by Donald Crews (optional),




Shortcut’s text on overhead,




Overhead markers of various colors




Blank overhead OR




Chart paper, and marker,




Easel or tape to tape chart paper to wall,




Students need their writer’s notebooks




Draft paper (possibly skip-line paper)




Writing from prior days
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Words to Show Thoughts…

It seemed

I remembered

I thought

I worried

I knew

I felt 

I wondered

I think

Lesson adapted from “Small Moments:  Personal Narrative Writing” by Lucy Calkins


