Fairy Tales Unit-Days 1-3
Reading/Writing Connection

***This lesson can be adapted to use with folk tales, legends, tall tales, etc…
Day 1


Reading-Read several fairy tales aloud to students and create a chart titled 
the “Elements of a Fairy Tale.”  See Fairy Tales Form for ideas.


Writing- Begin by reviewing with students “Elements of a Fairy Tale” chart.  


Help students connect the work they do in reading and how it will help them 
develop as writers. Encourage them to think along this line with all the 
pieces they write.  In student notebooks, they can list possible problem/ 
solutions (conflict/resolution) for their fairy tales. Share together and chart 
several problems/solutions.

Day 2


Reading- Read a few more fairy tales aloud to students and continue the 
chart titled the “Elements of a Fairy Tale.”  Help students complete the chart 
if they have any crucial elements missing. See Fairy Tales Form for ideas.


Writing- Begin by reviewing with students “Elements of a Fairy Tale” chart.  


Review the connection between the work they do in reading and how it will 
help them develop as writers.  Explain how they should continue to think 
about this in both reading and writing.  In student notebooks, they can list 
possible good/evil characters for their fairy tales. Share together and chart 
several good/evil characters.

Day 3


Reading- Hand out Fairy Tales Form. Students will need to tape this in their 
reading notebook.  Explain that over the next few days we will be analyzing 
books to determine if they are fairy tales.  Tell them they will be comparing 
and contrasting the fairy tales genre of literature.


Read “Snow White and the Seven Dwarves.”  Together as a class, use the 
checklist on the Fairy Tales Form and chart to determine if it this piece is a 
fairy tale. 


Writing-   Using the Fairy Tales Form, as a class, create a planning organizer 


for the fairy tales piece.  See planning guide for format ideas, but make the 
organizer together.  Have students tell possible fairy tale stories in small 
groups.  Inform them tomorrow they will be choosing a story to do, but today 
are practicing, by telling them.  Inform students this will help them 
tomorrow and telling their story can be part of a writer’s planning process.
Days 4-12 Reading Do the same chart comparisons with different fairy tales.


Suggested focus:  


- Read the “Three Billy Goats Gruff.” In partnerships, students use the 
checklist on the chart to determine if it is a fairy tale. 


-Put one in that isn’t a fairy tale.  


-Find a few short unfamiliar fairy tales and add comprehension questions to 
them.

-Read fractured fairy tales.  Compare/contrast with a Venn Diagram or T-
chart.

-Discuss themes in fairy tales and chart different themes (most dominant 
 
being good vs. evil.


-Compare/contrast the characterization of a good character and evil 
character.


-Discuss the term plot.  Identify the plot previous fairy tales by using a story 
map.

-Any other standard that fits this genre.

-Have students make text to text connections with the fairy tales, fractured 
fairy tales, and other literary works.


Writing

-Complete the writing process, same as other genres of writing, however, 
choose different elements to focus.


Suggestions:


-Using an anchor/model text.


- Weaving details.


-Figurative language(metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, etc…)


-Onomatopoeia


-Sequence

-B, M, M,  M, E

-Plot


-Complete all parts of the writing process.


-Any standard that fits this genre.



-Karla Hayden, TVSC Literacy Coach
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 The Elements of a Fairy Tale Chart

· Special beginning and/or ending words - Once upon a time...and they lived happily ever after. 

· Good character 

· Evil character 

· Royalty and/or a castle usually present 

· Magic happens 

· Problem and a Solution 

· Things often happen in "threes" or "sevens"
Use this chart when being "element detectives"
with books from the genre of fairy tales.
Place an X under each element you find in each story. 

	Name of Fairy Tale
	Special Words
	Good Character
	Evil Character
	Royalty and/or Castle
	Magic
	Problem and Solution
	3's or 7's
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List of Fractured Fairy Tales

The True Story of the Three Little Pigs - Jon Scieszka

The Frog Prince Continued - Jon Scieszka

The Truth About the Three Billy Goats Gruff - Steven Oftinoski

The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig - Eugene Trivizas

Somebody and the Three Blairs - Marilyn Tolhurst

The Three Little Javelinas - Susan Lowell

Little Red Cowboy Hat - Susan Lowell

Tortoise and the Hair - Susan Lowell

The Bootmaker and the Elves - Susan Lowell

Fanny's Dream - Caralyn Buehner

The Rough Faced Girl - Rafe Martin

Snow White in New York - Fiona French

Cinder Edna - Ellen B Jackson
Story Map-Fairy Tales
	Characters

     Main-

     Secondary-


	Setting

     Time-

     Place-


	Conflict (Good vs. Evil)



	Plot-Events


	

	

	

	Resolution




Fairy Tales List

Little Red Riding Hood

The Princess and the Pea

Jack and the Beanstalk

The Three Little Pigs

Hansel and Gretel

Ugly Duckling

Sleeping Beauty
Snow White

Cinderella 
Three Billy Goats Gruff

The Little Red Hen

Rumplestiltskin

Goldielocks and the Three Bears
