Lesson:
The Importance of Endings (back-to-normal ending)


For less experienced writers

Rationale:
Endings are often the hardest part of writing.  We often run out of steam 



and just stop, leaving the reader feeling a bit unsure and unsatisfied.  By



considering what is the big idea of our piece or the message, the writer can 



then consider how to craft the ending with that message in mind.

Materials:
The Great Gracie Chase by Cynthia Rylant




or



When Sophie Gets Angry, Really, Really Angry by Molly Bang

Connection:  

“You have all been writing about a small moment in your life.  Many of you have finished your piece.  One thing I noticed is that some of you just write “The End” to show the story is done.  As writers, it is very important at the end of a story to leave the reader feeling satisfied that the story is done.  Endings are very important.”  
Teach:



“When I look through picture books such as The Great Gracie Chase (or When Sophie Gets Angry), I notice the author doesn’t write “The End” on the last page.  You all know this story.  Let’s take a look at the last page and see what Cynthia Rylant wrote.  (Read text on last page.)  How does Cynthia Rylant satisfy the reader that the story is done?” (Ask for ideas)

“Gracie has a big problem in the story- she hates noise- and Cynthia Rylant let’s the reader  know on that last page that the problem has been solved and Gracie is happy again. She doesn’t have to say “The End” or Gracie lived happily ever after.  She shows us by sharing that everything is back to the way it was at the beginning – the house is quiet again.  When you have a story with a problem, you may be able to end your story just like Cynthia Rylant did in hers – show that everything is back to normal and share how you feel.  For instance, if your story is about a time you got lost, how could you end it showing things are back to normal again?  Talk to a partner about how this might end. (EX: when you are found by your parents, you are happy to be back with your family again safe and sound.) ( Have kids share some ideas.)  Think about your story now. Maybe this kind of ending will work for yours.  We will talk about endings for the next several days.”
“Some of you today may want to go back and write your ending over.  Who is going to do that work today?  Great.  Some of you have not finished yet and ending your piece by putting everything back to normal may work for you.  Who thinks you are going to try that with your piece?  Okay.  Let’s get work on our stories.”
(If possible, conclude the writing workshop by sharing students’ work which has this kind of ending.

Lesson:
The Importance of Endings (wishing and hoping 

                                



ending)   For less experienced writers
Rationale:
Endings are often the hardest part of writing.  We often run out of steam 



and just stop, leaving the reader feeling a bit unsure and unsatisfied.  By



 considering what is the big idea of our piece or the message, the writer 


can then consider how to craft the ending with that message in mind.

Materials:
The Relatives Came by Cynthia Rylant
Connection:  


“You have all been writing about a small moment in your life. Many of you have finished your piece.  We’ve been looking at a lot of different endings for different kinds of stories we often tell.  Today we’re going to look at stories that are really fun and we that remember so well.”

Teach:



“How many of you have had something happen in your life that was fun or exciting—no problem, not hard, just fun!”  (Let various kids respond—ask for quick responses, not the whole story.)   “Those are great experiences to write about too.  They often have a different kind of ending.  Let’s look at the story The Relatives Came by Cynthia Rylant.

Remember how the visit they made was just so much fun.  Listen to how Cynthia Rylant ended this story.”  (Read:  “And when they were finally home in Virginia they crawled into their silent, soft beds and dreamed about the next summer.”)


“Cynthia Rylant lets us know that the event is done by their actions (coming home) and what they’re thinking and hoping for:  a return trip.”

Ask:  “Who has a story like this where you did something fun, like a vacation, being in a wedding, exciting game, etc.?”  (Let class brainstorm these kinds of story ideas and how they might end—like The Relatives Came.  Example:  We didn’t get home from Sarah’s birthday party until 10:00 and I was pooped, but I can’t wait until her next birthday!) 

Say “If you’re writing this kind of story, think about trying this kind of ending.”  

“Remember:  we’ve talked about different kinds of endings:  things going back to normal, learning a lesson, letting the reader know how you feel after you’ve accomplished something new or difficult, and now the “wishing and hoping to repeat a fun event” ending.  There are other kinds of endings too, but the biggest thing for you to remember is how important it is that you leave your reader satisfied that your story is done—kind of like dessert at the end of your dinner!”

Highlight work like this to conclude the writing workshop.

Lesson:
The Importance of Endings (accomplishing something new) For less experienced writers
Rationale:
Endings are often the hardest part of writing.  We often run out of steam 



and just stop, leaving the reader feeling a bit unsure and unsatisfied.  By



considering what is the big idea of our piece, or the message, the writer 


can then consider how to craft the ending with that message in mind.

Materials:
Cosmos Zooms by Arthur Howard

Connection:  


“You have all been writing about a small moment in your life.  Many of you have finished your piece.  Sometimes stories don’t have a problem.  Another kind of story is the story where you (or the main character) accomplishes something hard or new.    Remember:  endings are very important.”  

Teach:



“You may want to end your story by letting the reader know what you’ve accomplished and how important that was to you.  Now we’re going to look at Cosmo Zooms.  Cosmo realizes that he can skate board, that he is good at something.   {Read the ending:  “It feels great,” he said.  And he zoomed down Pumpkin Lane again, and again and again.”}  Look how Cosmo lets us know how he feels through what he says and what he does.  He says he feels great, and then we know that because he repeats the action once more.”

“How many of you are working on a story where it’s the first time you’ve done something or you’ve done something that’s hard or difficult?” (Ask  for a few volunteers.)  (Then use those examples to write in the air and have kids help brainstorm how they could try and ending like Arthur Howard did in the Cosmo story.)

Ask:  “Who can try this kind of ending today?  Who thinks this might work for your ending today?”  

Highlight work like this to conclude the writing workshop.

Lesson:
The Importance of Endings (lesson learned)


For less experienced writers

Rationale:
Endings are often the hardest part of writing.  We often run out of steam 



and just stop, leaving the reader feeling a bit unsure and unsatisfied.  By



considering what is the big idea of our piece, or the message, the writer 


can then consider how to craft the ending with that message in mind.

Materials:
Shortcut by Donald Crews

Connection:  


“You have all been writing about a small moment in your life.  And many of you have finished your piece.  Yesterday we worked on endings which let the reader know that everything is back to normal again and the problem is solved.  Today let’s talk about the kind of stories which have a problem and the character learns something by the end of the story.  Remember:  endings are very important.”  

Teach:



“Let’s look at the story Shortcut by Donald Crews.  Remember how the kids in the story decided to do something dangerous, something they probably knew they shouldn’t have done?  Let’s take a look at the way Donald Crews ended this story (which really is something that happened to him and his cousins when they were little).  {Read the ending to the class.}  Notice how he ends his story—actually saying what he and his cousins learned:  “…and we never took the shortcut again.”  {Teacher should also give an example from her own life—writing in the air—modeling for your students your own thinking about a time you learned a lesson.}

“Think about a time when you made a mistake, got in trouble, etc., and then you learned something from what happened.  Turn to an elbow buddy and quickly tell him what you happened, what you learned, and how you might be able to use that as a possible ending for a story like this.”

Ask:  “Who can try this kind of ending today?  Who thinks this might work for your ending today?”  

Highlight work like this to conclude the writing workshop.
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