Comics-Graphic Novels
Reading/Writing Connection Workshop

A 3-Week Study

by Karla Hayden

3-29-07

	Week/Inquiry Topic
	Reading Lessons
	Writing Lessons

	Week One- Immersion-What are comics? How are comics the same/different than other types of books and writing? Why do people enjoy them?

*The first week will be spent looking closely at several comic books, comic strips, and graphic novels.

*Focus reading strategies for unit: graphic/text features and their interplay, making connections,  asking questions, inferences, rereading for meaning.
	*Read at least  2-3 comic books (or one graphic novel over the course of the study) each week  per student.
* Make chart(s) and discuss-

     -What is comic book? What are the parts of a comic? What other  writing is it like?

*Introduce and investigate critical vocabulary see below or link to:
http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/comic/comicdefinitions-text.pdf  
*Create a list of text features specific to 
comics. 
*Begin to discuss: Author’s message? Purpose? Theme? Is it entertainment, propaganda, persuasive, political or other related to the genre. 

*Independent reading and notebook work related to reading strategies from ML.
	*Read at least  2-3 comic books (or one graphic novel over the course of the study) each week  per student.
*Create a T-chart of possible problems/solutions from students’ lives and from the comics students have read during reading workshop. 

*Create lists of possible themes and purpose for writing specific comics.

*Create (or revisit) good vs. evil character list and traits.

* Discuss and share.

*Have a go- write and illustrate 3 panel comic strips with a focus on problem and solution and the use of text features from comic books generated from reading list.
http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/comic/index.html 

	Week Two-How do I write a comic strip? Who is my audience?
*Touchstone texts should be displayed so children have access to them for independent or partner reading and writing.

*Student’s focus this week will be drafting and developing their piece. Problem/solution and sequential art will also be teaching points.
	*Read at least  2-3 comic books (or one graphic novel over the course of the study) each week  per student.
*Reinforce critical vocabulary.

*Make connections to  (t-s, t-w, t-s.)

*Compare/contrast two comics. 

*Analyze and discuss perspective.  

*Analyze patterns in comics. 

*Make inferences based on the text reference. 

*Continue: Author’s message? Purpose? Theme? Is it entertainment, propaganda, persuasive, political or other related to the genre. 

*What details support the message?

*Independent reading and notebook work related to ML strategies.
	*Read at least  2-3 comic books (or one graphic novel over the course of the study) each week  per student.
*What is a touchstone text? What can we learn from other comics and their creators.

*Define the comic genre by examining touchstone examples.

*Use reading connections for inspiration in 

  writing a comic.

*Determine purpose/theme,  problem-solution, characters and develop a plan for a 9-panel comic strip. 

*Visualization-writers make a movie in their minds, then turn it into words.  

* Discuss/ turn and talk out plan.

* Drafting.

	Week Three-How do I use text features, punctuation, and word choice to make my comic better?

  *Students will look closely the deliberate insertion and deletion of text,conventions, and word choice this week. Inferencing and reading between the lines will be the focus.

How can I share my writing so others may enjoy it?
*Students will focus on listening and speaking this week in reading and writing will focus on editing.
	*Read at least  2-3 comic books (or one graphic novel over the course of the study) each week  per student.
*Reinforce critical vocabulary.

*Chart punctuation and uses (see chart below.)

*Investigate author’s purpose for uses of 

  specific word choice and punctuation.

*Reread and identify figurative language in memoirs.

*Chart examples of figurative language.

*Investigate author’s purpose by identifying a theme . 

*Independent/partner reading and notebook work.


	*Read at least  2-3 comic books (or one graphic novel over the course of the study) each week  per student.
*Use figurative language, onomatopoeia, word choice, and conventions to convey meaning in comics.

*Revise the comic by carefully rereading and inserting or deleting words (less is more in comics-let them infer by illustrations).
*Use punctuation and font size to create meaning in revision.(revisit the author’s use of punctuation in the touchstones you used)
*Using a revision checklist.

*Editing and using a rubric.
http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson223/comic-prewriting-rubric.pdf
*Read or act out comics in small groups, practicing fluency, tone, and other speaking standards.


Other websites for comic studies:
1) Comics in the Classroom as an Introduction to Narrative Study-really good!!!
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=223 
2) Lots of ideas from Read, Write, Think
http://www.marcopolosearch.org/mpsearch/Search_Results.asp?orgn_id=9&log_type=1&hdnFilter=&hdnPerPage=15&txtSearchFor=comic&selUsing=all 
“Punctuation Investigation” sample chart:

Punctuation Investigation

	What We Notice
	What it Mean
	What it Tells My to Voice Do
	Examples

	comma      ,

period      .

exclamation mark  !

question mark   ?

quotation marks  “ “

ellipses   …

hyphen or dash -- 

parentheses   (  )

-colon    :
	-pause

-take a short breath

-stop

-take a long breath

-excitement

-stop

-wondering

-someone saying something

-marking dialogue

-sarcastic meaning

-wait, something else is coming

-here is some extra info for you

-bonus info for you

-sidebar, not really needed

-get ready for what is next


	-goes lower

-short wait

-pause

-goes lower

-trails off

-longer wait

-voice shows emotion

-gets louder

-pitch gets higher

-voice changes to resemble the character

-voice goes up

-stretches

-long pause, long breath, continue

-voice lowers, say a little faster, back to normal

-dramatic pause

-could go higher or lower depending on what is coming next
	





  -Adapted from Janet Angellilo’s  A Fresh Approach to Teaching Punctuation
Window charts for notebooks (or any variation of the following):

	Comic Title:

Author:


	Figurative Language:

Example:

	 Figurative Language:

Example:


	Figurative Language:

Example:


	Comic Title:

Author:


	Connections:

	Visualization:


	Questions:


	Comic Title:

Author:


	Punctuation:

How it is used:

	Punctuation:

How it is used:


	Punctuation:

How it is used:


	Text to Self


	Text to World

	Text to Text


	Questions


	My inference is:


	I know this because the text said:

	My inference is :


	I know this because the text said:


	Character:

____________________

Character Trait

___________________
	Evidence:

	Evidence

:


	Evidence:
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Comic Vocabulary

Complete the chart for each comic term by paraphrasing the meaning using background knowledge and inquiry.   

	Word
	Definition/Example

	Narrative Blocks
	

	Speech Bubble or Balloon
	

	Thinking Bubble or Balloon
	

	Caption

	

	Motion Lines

	

	Labels

	

	Signs

	

	Sound Effects

	

	Theme


	

	Panel

	

	Gutter

	

	Sequential


	

	Perspective
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9-Panel Comic Strip

-Cut and paste sequential panels onto construction paper
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