AUTHOR STUDY:  First Grade Overview


Overview:

· Goal:  to help the students learn that they can choose any author to use as a mentor, a guide, to help in their writing
· You will need to have 45 minutes for Writer’s Workshop plus…

· Other time for read alouds from the author you are studying during the day.

· During the first days, we will be immersing the students in the literature by reading several and making noticings.

· We will also do an interview with the author so that they can learn some about the author as a person and as a writer.

· Charts will be used for the students to reference

· You need to have several books by the same author to notice how he/she writes

· Students will then use the information they have learned and apply it to their writing (remembering that they approximate)

Day 1:  Interview and Overview:  students will observe a mock interview of the author.  You can find the information on websites.  Students will be able to relate to how the author gets ideas and how books help them.

1. Discuss how the class will be looking at the books from the author to learn about the author’s “fingerprints” with writing.


2. State that you expect them to try one or more craft techniques of the author within their writing.

3. Explain that real authors notice how other author’s write to get ideas for their writing.  They, as students, can be doing the same thing.

4. Tell them the goal:  to eventually begin reading like a writer and trying to do what the author does in writing.

5. Begin to immerse them by reading a book or two and charting the noticings (as written below in day 2) on individual chart paper for each book.
Day 2: Immersion:  this is an inquiry study where the students are noticing things about the author and his/her writing.  You may guide the group with the following focus “noticings”, but you are not teaching any skill yet.
1. Reading two/three books by the author.  The books should have been read prior to the day, if possible.  (Students need to be able to hear the book first for the enjoyment of the story prior to examining the text like a writer).  

2. The students will be involved in discussion about the books and with each other.  (Students must have an understanding of the author in order to begin to write like the author).  

3. Use a hand as an icon for the “fingerprints” of the author’s writing.  (I have made a hand on the chart and listed the information inside of it for each book you read and do “noticings”).
4. Begin to notice and chart the following information:

· Illustrations

· Topic

· Genre

· Craft techniques

· Punctuation

· Structure of the book:  font, print placement
· Author’s message
Have a Go:  Students should begin to think of stories they could write about, making sketches on paper of those stories.

Day 3:  More immersion:  Do as above with two/three more books by the author.  

1. Make a “fingerprints of the author” chart from each individual book chart of noticings.

2. Continue to add to the “fingerprints” chart as you see the craft being used over and over in each book (refer to the picture of Hooway for Wodney Wat and Helen Lester’s Fingerprints).

Have a Go:  Students may add to their sketches or begin with a draft.

Day 4, 5, 6 (possibly more days if you spend more than one day per skill): Craft/Revision:  notice a specific craft that the author uses from the chart.  Teach one per day.  Teach 2 or 3 craft techniques that the students could try in their writing.  Be sensitive to the needs of your students.  Less is better in that you want them to be enjoying the inquiry of an author study and trying the techniques. 
1. Teach the one of the craft noticings of the author:
· They will be asked to begin thinking about how they can use the craft like the author in their writing.

2. Students will begin to draft their small moments stories, thinking about how they might use the author’s craft.

3. During this time, begin writing your own story, whether during No Walk/No Talk time or outside of class time.  

· It is good for you to use your writing as an example to revise with the author techniques being taught.
Have a Go:  As the students learn how to use the craft being taught, ask them to try the skill in their writing. They do not have to keep it in their writing, but need to try it.

Day 8, 9:  Edit:  punctuation used:  notice a way that the author has used punctuation in his/her writing (you might just have one day if only teaching one editing skill).
1. The punctuation may not necessarily be a craft technique (like quotation marks), but could be a craft (like ellipses).  

2. Use the books as a mentor text to show how the author used the punctuation correctly to help the writing read smoothly.
Have a Go:  Ask the students to reread their stories and try using the punctuation taught that day.  Then they can continue writing their draft.

Day 10, 11:  Publishing:  even young writers need to understand the importance of choosing a writing that they would like to share for a celebration.

1. Ask them to choose one of the drafts they have been writing and using a craft technique.

2. Show them how to look over the picture, adding some extra coloring to the illustration.

· They do not need to recreate the picture.  They might have to recopy the writing under the picture, but a new sheet can be added to the picture.

3. Ask them to recopy the writing in their best handwriting, with most words spelled as carefully as they can (no circlings on the published piece).

Day 12:  Publishing Celebration: have the students share their pieces in small groups or as a whole group, invite parents or others in.
1. You might ask the students to name the craft they used in their writing that was like the author.

2. Display the writing with the author’s picture.

3. If you choose to send them home, write a note to the parents about studying an author and learning how to write like him/her.
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