Author Study

Marc Brown

Reading/Writing Connection Workshop

A 2-3 Week Study

by Karla Hayden

9-9-07

	Week/Inquiry Topic
	Reading Lessons
	Writing Lessons

	Week One- Immersion-What is animal fiction? What is fantasy? How is this genre same/different than other genres, who is the audience and why do people enjoy them.

*Both weeks will be spent looking closely at the text structure of the Arthur series and books written by Marc Brown.

*Focus reading strategies/skills for unit:  story elements, making connections, visualization, problem/solution, and inferences.

*During the this unit of study, it is important to model everything!!!
	*Read aloud at least 2-3 Marc Brown each week.

* Make chart(s) and discuss-

     -What are Marc Brown’s writing fingerprints? What other writing/authors is it   like?

*Introduce and investigate critical vocabulary.

*Do an Internet search on Marc Brown? 

*What is the author’s message? (purpose/theme)

*What details support the message?

*Verbal connections and create visual presentations on own, with elbow buddies, or small groups.

*Make a model chart and have students create window charts on story elements.

*Independent reading and notebook work related to reading strategies from ML. 

	*Read aloud at least  2-3 Marc Brown each week .

*Create fingerprint chart of writing style, etc…

*What is a touchstone text? How can we use Marc Brown books to teach us about writing?

*Define the genre by examining touchstone examples.

* Make lists in notebooks of possible 

characters with problems and solutions topics.  Discuss and share.

*Create a writing plan based on characters, setting, problem, and solution. Help students understand that Marc Brown gives animals human characteristics and problems to create his books.

*Begin a B,M,E story using Marc Brown as the mentor author.

	Week Two-Three How do I write Animal Fiction? How can Marc Brown help? 

*Touchstone texts should be displayed so children have access to them for independent or partner reading and writing.

*Student’s focus this week will be drafting and developing their piece.
	*Read aloud at least 2-3 new Marc Brown books.
*Reinforce critical vocabulary.

*Make connections to  (t-s, t-w, t-s.)

*Compare/contrast two characters in Marc Brown books on a chart.

*Compare/contrast two stories by the different

 Marc Brown on a chart.

*Analyze and discuss narrator and perspective.  

*Analyze patterns in Marc Brown books. 

*Make predictions and inferences based on the text reference and author knowledge. 

*Independent reading and notebook work related to ML strategies.
	*Read aloud at least 2 new Marc Brown  books.

* Focus on story development with characters, setting, problem and solution.

*Introduce weaving details during revision. *Make color code chart for weaving details.

*Model looking at weaving details a text.  Underline using color codes for each type of detail: setting, dialogue, thinking, action.  

*Introduce a revision checklist that includes weaving details: setting, dialogue, thinking, action.  

*Focus on the missing weaving details and model how writer can add those details to make a story more engaging for a reader .

*Edit, publish and celebrate.


Suggested Resources

*Any Marc Brown book in the Arthur series. 

Compare/Contrast

*You could use a list chart, Venn Diagram or the chart below.

	
	Book Title


	
	Book Title

	
	Different
	Same
	Different

	Characters


	
	
	

	Setting


	
	
	

	Problem


	
	
	

	Solution


	
	
	


Window Charts
-for notebooks (or any variation of the following):

	Characters:


	Setting:

	Problem:


	Solution:


	Title:


	Connections:

	Visualization:


	Questions:


	Text to Self


	Text to World

	Text to Text


	Questions


	My inference is:


	I know this because the text said:

	My inference is :


	I know this because the text said:


Author Study Vocabulary

Complete the chart for each memoir term by paraphrasing the meaning using background knowledge and inquiry.   

	Word
	Definition/Example

	Animal Fiction
	

	Fantasy


	

	Touchstone Text
	

	Characters


	

	Setting


	

	Dialogue


	

	Genre


	

	Narrator


	

	Theme


	


                                                                                                            Created -9/10/07
   Karla Hayden, TVSC Literacy Coach

***I always give a vocabulary test at the end of the unit of study. 

